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An Example Forest Service Categorical Exclusion

31.1b(4) Repair and maintenance of roads, trails, and
landline boundaries. Examples include but are not
limited to:

a. Authorizing a user to grade, resurface, and clean the culverts of an
established National Forest System road.

b. Grading a road and cleaning the roadside of brush without the use
of herbicides.

c. Resurfacing a road to its original condition.

d. Pruning vegetation and cleaning culvers along a trail and grooming
the surface of a trail

e. Surveying, painting, and posting landline boundaries




Establishing Extraordinary Circumstances

Extraordinary circumstances are triggered when the action
will affect :

«  Steep slopes or highly erosive soils

« Threatened and endangered species or their critical habitat
* Flood plains, wetlands, or municipal watersheds
 Congressionally designated areas (wilderness, NRA)
 Inventoried roadless areas

 Research Natural Areas

 Native American religious or cultural sites
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Context
= Setting
= Scope (geographical)
Intensity
= Public health and safety
= Unique characteristics (historical, wetlands, etc)
= Effects highly controversial
= Precedence for future actions
= Cumulative significant
= Historic places or resources
= Endangered and threatened species

= Threatens to violate Fed, State, Local laws
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Plan Implementation
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