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Alien Plant Invaders of Natural Areas

egions of alien invaders are

silently creeping into the United

States and taking over our
native plants and animals atan alarming
rate. Does this sound like a plot
lifted from X-Files or Star ,
Trek? Unfortunately, the _§
story is not science
fiction. Invasive
weeds are taking m
over public lands %
at the rate of 4,300
acres a day according to
one source! With growth like this, itos
not surprising that this tide of invaders
poses one of the greatest threats
to the biological diversity and
natural ecosystems
of the United States,
next to direct habitat
~ destruction. So, to
" say that a war is
being waged against
invasive alien plant
and animal species
across the U.S. is no
exaggeration!

http://'www.nps.gov/plants/alien/
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Weeds Gone Wild:

Alien Plant Invaders of Natural Areas
is a project of the Alien Plant Working
Group (APWG), a subcommittee of the Plant
Conservation Alliance. It is a cooperative
effort intended to provide educational materials
on the threat posed by invasive exotic plants to
the native pora, fauna, and ecosystems of the
United States. Additional fact sheet authors
are needed, please contact the Chair of the
APWG at: jil_swearingen@nps.gov for more
information.

http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien/
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